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We're here to help! We know that you're busy. 
That's why we've developed what we're calling 
our "Grants Catalog". This catalog showcases 
grants that the BEF awarded last year, along 
with the details you would need to feel 
confident applying for a similar grant yourself. 
There are also helpful hints for applicants. So, 
browse the pages, borrow the ideas, and if you 
have any questions, get in touch. Our email is 
bef@birmingham.k12.mi.us.  



The Details:
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School: Berkshire 

Applicants: Joanna McKinney & Jason Clinkscale 

Budget: 
     $3,375 - Program Fee 
     $1,500 - Travel & Accommodations 
     $ 1,175 - Box Lunches 
TOTAL: $6,050 

The Berkshire PTA contributed $3,025 towards 
Challenge Day, covering the travel and 
accommodations, box lunches and a portion of the 
travel fees. The BEF granted $3,025 to cover the 
remainder of the program fee. It should be noted 
that Berkshire was able to reduce the travel and 
accommodations cost by booking at a time when 
other area schools would be hosting Challenge Day 
at their schools, thus sharing the cost between the 
schools. 

About the grant: Challenge day immerses the 
students and staff in an intense 6.5-hour 
interactive program that creates connections 
and builds community. Facilitators from the 
Challenge Day organization lead 100 students 
and 25+ staff members through team building 
exercises and then through exercises meant to 
build a culture of empathy, love, and respect.  

Why we choose to highlight this grant: After 
Challenge Day, the BEF Trustees asked students 
and staff to come to a board meeting and speak 
about the experience. It was immediately clear 
that the experience powerful for everyone 
involved, with one student saying "If only 
everyone could go through Challenge Day, I think 
there would be a lot fewer problems." 

Berkshire Challenge Day



BEF  GRANTS  |   NOVEMBER  2017 19  

Family 
Learning 

Nights

The Details:
About the grants: Over the years, the BEF has 
supported family learning nights at a variety of 
elementary schools. These nights have focused 
on science, math, and literacy, with the school 
choosing to highlight a subject that aligns with 
their school improvement plan. BEF grants have 
supported these nights in a variety of ways 
including purchasing books to be given away, 
special guests, or items that are part of the night, 
but used again and again at the school.  

Why we choose to highlight this grant: The BEF 
trustees love the idea of supporting learning by 
bringing together students, parents, and 
teachers.  

Schools & Applicants: Beverly (Janice Hausman), 
Harlan (Lynne Keller), Bingham Farms (Cyndi 
Settecerri), Greenfield (Shelly Potter), Pembroke 
(Sarah Smith) 

Budget: The BEF has granted between $250-1,000 
for the various family learning nights. Here is an idea 
of the costs associated with some of those nights:  

Pembroke's STEAM Night: $500 to have The Robot 
Garage come as part of the evening.  

Harlan's Literacy Night: $800 in support for the 
evening. Their full budget included $500 for books 
to give away, $250 for activity supplies, $250 for 
prizes.  

Bingham Farms Math Night: $415 in support from 
the BEF. The funds were used for math-related 
games which were used as part of the evening and 
then given to classroom teachers.  

Beverly's Math Night: The BEF granted $500 to bring 
the Robot Garage to the event. Other costs included 
$336 for games, $120 for a volunteer dinner, and 
$50 for supplies.  
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Pinhole 
Cameras

The Details:
About the grant: Students from the advanced 
photography class at Groves worked with 4th and 
5th-grade students from Greenfield to create 
pinhole cameras and pinhole camera sculptures 
from found materials (provided by Arts & Scraps), 
then helped students take pictures with 
their cameras.  

Students from Groves then took the film back to 
Groves and developed them in the dark room. The 
final step was to put on a gallery show exhibiting 
both the pictures and the pinhole camera 
sculptures made during the project.  

Why we choose to highlight this grant: This 
project was a great example of creativity, 
working across grade levels, combining arts and 
science, and experiential learning. Both 
elementary and high school students were so 
excited to be outside using their creations and 
were very proud of the photos they were able to 
take with the cameras.  

Schools: Groves & Greenfield 

Applicants: Sarah Kuretzky 

Budget:  
     $320 for Arts & Scraps  
     $42.95 for photo paper 
     $7.95 for darkroom developer 
     $9.95 for darkroom fix 
     $6.95 for darkroom stop bath 
     $63.95 for one lensless burch pinhole camera 
     $27.85 for 8 cans of black spray paint 
     $6.95 for pins 
     $23.60 for tins 
     $14.85 for black electrical tape 

The BEF granted $525 for this initiative.  
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School: Greenfield & Beverly  

Applicant: Shelly Potter, Cameron Dominick and 
Stacy Glowacki 

Budget: 
     The budget for each program varied and included 
items like journals, craft projects, and books. The 
total of each grant request was between 
$150-$250.   

Greenfield's League of Extraordinary Gentlemen 
     Gratitude journals $80 
     Special craft $50 
50 Things Every Gentleman Should Know books $120 

Beverly's League of Leading Ladies 
     Gratitude journals $50 
     Special craft $40 
     Resource books from American Girl $60

About the grant: The League of Leading Ladies 
and League of Extraordinary Gentlemen are 
programs that aim to foster leadership qualities 
in fourth and fifth-grade girls and boys. These 
groups meet during lunchtime over a period of 
weeks to cover topics like being a leader, bullying, 
career options and manners.  

Why we choose to highlight this grant: We love 
to hear about the confidence that participation in 
these programs inspires among their 
participants. Additionally, the Leagues gives 
students the chance to get to know leaders in 
their school and community better through 
weekly meetings and open dialogue.  

Leagues of Leading Ladies & 
Extraordinary Gentlemen  
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Makerspaces Around BPS
The Details:
About the grants: For many years, the BEF has 
supported innovative and exciting technology 
projects in our schools. Beginning in 2015, the 
BEF granted funds for various makerspace 
projects around and is excited by the hands- 
on learning taking place in the makerspaces! 

Why we choose to highlight this grant: The BEF 
is excited to see more makerspaces established 
around BPS!  

School: BCS 

Applicant: Mark Morawski & Jason Hill 

About the grant: The makerspace at BCS has been 
set up in a large lab space, giving the school ample 
room to add large equipment that is available for all 
staff to use with their classes. The BEF granted 
$5,295 towards the purchase of a ShopBot Desktop 
CNC Cutter, which can engrave and machine a 
variety of materials.  

The ShopBot Desktop CNC Cutter just one part of 
the BCS makerspace, which also includes computer 
workstations, hand tools, 3D printers and more. The 
BCS PTA also had a hand in funding various tools in 
the makerspace. 

School: Pembroke  

Applicant: Julie Green 

About the grant: At the end of 2016, the BEF 
granted $1,500 to purchase larger items to 
establish a makerspace in the library at Pembroke. 
Items purchased included electronic and circuitry 
kits, as well as beginning robotics and programming 
items.  
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Makerspaces 

School: Beverly 

Applicant: Anthony Stamm 

About the grant: Like Pembroke, Beverly was 
granted $1,500 to establish a makerspace in their 
library.  

In 2016 Beverly Elementary School began to create 
a makerspace. They received a variety of donations 
from their school community, allowing the students 
to begin creating. They were in need of larger items 
to go with the donated items, and through this grant, 
the BEF funded the purchase of these items, 
including robotic equipment and reusable electronic 
kits. Through the use of these programmable items, 
students are learning the basics of coding and 
problem solving, through tinkering and building.  

School: Berkshire 

Applicant: Candace Greer-Jefferson 

About the grant: Last year, Candace received 
grants totaling $5,591.87 to support the new 
makerspace in the Berkshire library. The first grant 
allowed her to purchase tables to create 
collaborative learning spaces, and various lab kits to 
use with small groups of students. During the year, 
she hosting after-school makerspace workshops. 
Later in the year, she received an additional grant to 
add additional pieces to the makerspace.  

One final note on Makerspaces:  The BEF has been 
inspired by the creativity shown by our teachers and 
school leaders as they establish makerspaces in 
their buildings. Over the years, the BEF has funded 
items like robots and 3D printers that could be used 
as foundation pieces for those looking to start a 
makerspace at their schools. We love seeing each 
school develop makerspaces that reflect their 
school's personality and hope to continue 
supporting this kind of innovative hands- 
on education in the future! 
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Salmon in the 
Classroom

The Details:
About the grant: Though a partnership with the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
students at Lincoln Street Alternative will have 
the opportunity to raise, care for, study and then 
release salmon into a local waterway. Through the 
project, students are learning about Michigan's 
natural resources, biology, and chemistry, as well 
as integrating the project into other areas of the 
curriculum.  

Why we choose to highlight this grant: This is 
such a great example of the type of innovative 
program that the BEF loves to support. Not only 
is raising the salmon a unique and memorable 
experience for students, it is a great vehicle for 
teaching about a number of subjects and allows 
the opportunity for cross-curricular teaching and 
learning.   

Schools: Lincoln Street Alternative  

Applicants: Anna Nelson-Lenhart 

Budget:  
     $90 for a 55-gallon aquarium 
     $60 cover for the tank 
     $130 for a tank stand 
     $700 for a chiller unit 
     $80 for a filter 

TOTAL - $1,060 

Anna worked with a local pet supply store to get the 
other necessary items donated to the project. 
These items included an aerator, siphon, small net, 
battery-operated aerator, tubing, thermometer, test 
kit and dechlorination tablets. The DNR supplies the 
fish eggs in November.  

For more information on the Salmon in the 
Classroom program 
visit: http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153- 
10369_50075---,00.html  

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10369_50075---,00.html
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School: All Elementary Schools 

Applicant: Laurie Olmstead 

Budget: 
     $500 for accommodations 
     $ 5,400 for 12 presentations 
     $400 in travel costs 
     $200 in meal costs 
TOTAL: $6,500 

The BEF granted $3,000 to bring Ms. Williams-Garcia 
to the schools, and the Friends of the Baldwin 
Library funded the other $3,500. Laurie Olmstead 
acted a liaison between the library and the BEF. This 
partnership let the Friends of the Library plan for the 
program, and this year they will be able to pay for the 
full cost of bringing the Battle of the Books Author 
to all BPS upper elementary students.

About the grant: Last year, the Baldwin Public 
Library took the lead in running the annual Battle 
of the Books reading challenge. In years past, the 
author of one of the books would visit 3 BPS 
schools. Last year, thanks to a partnership 
between the Friends of the Baldwin Library and 
the BEF, the author Rita Williams-Garcia was able 
to visit all BPS 4th and 5th-grade students as 
part of the Battle of the Books program.  

Why we choose to highlight this grant: The BEF 
was proud to have been able to partner with a 
community group for the benefit of all of our 
upper elementary students. We would be happy 
to help support similar partnerships with 
community organizations in the future.  

Battle of the Books 
Partnership with the Baldwin Public Library
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School: Seaholm 
Applicant: Peter Shaheen & Nancy Waters 
About the grant: This grant for $1,000 purchased 
books to establish a special collection in 
the Seaholm Media Center for performance 
literature. The collection included plays, children's 
stories, poetry, short stories, novels, memoirs and 
other genres. This collection allows students to 
choose pieces to perform in competitions and 
classes like speech and drama.  

School: West Maple 
Applicant: Carrie Betts 
About the grant: This grant purchased $913.68 
worth of Next Generation Science eBooks to be 
used by K-2 students. These nonfiction eBooks can 
be used by multiple students at a time and can be 
accessed from anywhere. These books allow 
younger students to have easy access to nonfiction 
materials at their reading level.  

School: Pierce 
Applicant: Amanda Papaghanian 
About the grant: Amanda recognized that her older 
ELL students needed books that were interesting to 
them, and also at their reading level. A $250 Small 
but Mighty Grant allowed her to purchase titles for 
her classroom that contain content and illustrations 
that appeal to the struggling reader's age and 
maturity level while being written at a reading level 
that is appropriate for the student.  

About these grants: From special collections in 
high school libraries, to book clubs, to eBooks and 
leveled reading books, the BEF has been proud to 
support literacy in our schools! 

Why we choose to highlight this category of  
grants: We realize that the requirement "we fund 
things that fall outside the district budget" can 
leave teachers wondering if their request for 
books would be funded. We thought that 
highlighting select grants that purchased books 
might help to answer this question.  

Books, Books, Books 
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Books, Books, Books 

School: Greenfield & Pierce 
Applicant: Tresa Johnson 
About the grant: Over the years, Tresa has been 
building a library of books for students to self- 
select and then take home in their reading support 
book bags. This grant for $250 gave her library a 
boost by allowing her to purchase new titles for the 
students to choose.  

School: West Maple 
Applicant: Bailee Braunreuther, Danielle Little, Laura 
Parker, Madeleine Parthum, & Lynne Robertson May 
About the grant: Over two school years, the first- 
grade team was granted $2,764.80 to purchase 
sets of leveled reading books to be used during 
small group instruction. In total 1,296 books were 
made available for use by the teachers as a result of 
this grant! 

School: Beverly 
Applicant: Amy Airgood 
About the grant: During the summer of 2016, 
teachers from Beverly attended high-level training 
on Social Emotional Learning. As part of the program, 
texts were recommended for use, and this grant of 
$303.64 allowed the staff to purchase the books, 
which are housed in the teacher workroom and 
available for teachers to borrow and use in their 
classes.  

School: Greenfield 
Applicant: Marcia O'Connell & Penny Shimoura 
About the grant: Ten years ago, the BEF funded the 
start of a Borrow-a-Book Program for first-grade 
students at Greenfield. Each day, this program 
allows students to take home a book at their reading 
level. This year, the BEF granted $1,900 to 
Greenfield to establish the same program for their 
kindergarteners.  

School: Harlan 
Applicant: Heidi Smith 
About the grant: Last year was Heidi's first year as 
a BPS teacher, and her first year teaching third 
grade. She saw that the classroom library, including 
the dictionaries and thesauruses, needed to be 
replaced and refreshed. Heidi was awarded 
$245.88, and with input from her students was able 
to update her classroom library.  

School: Pembroke 
Applicants: Leze Djokaj, Erin Gallagher, & Gina Smith 
About the grant: The K-1 team at Pembroke made 
the decision to add nonfiction books to their 
curriculum all year, rather than just focusing on it 
during certain part of the year. A grant for $1,611 
allowed them to build a library of interesting, leveled 
nonfiction books that students could select to read. 
Their hope is that this will help to build nonfiction 
reading skills, as well as a love of nonfiction reading.  
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Types of Grants: 
Small but Mighty Grants - Requests for $250 or less. 
The goal is to fund these grants within 2 weeks. 
Staff members are eligible for one Small but Mighty 
grant each year.  

Great Idea Grant - Requests for any amount (the 
average amount is about $1,500). Are reviewed by 
the BEF grant committee on the second Monday of 
each month.  

Foundation Grant - These are meant to provide 
ongoing funding to programs that align with the 
mission of the BEF and those which reach a large 
number of students. These grants are by invitation 
only.  

Who can apply?  
Any BPS staff member can apply for a BEF grant. 
Just make sure to have your grant application signed 
by an administrator. 

What do I need to know about the grants?  
BEF grants aim to directly support the education of 
students in meaningful and lasting ways by 
supporting things that fall outside of the district 
budget.  

Are there things I shouldn't apply for?  
BEF grants do not pay for transportation, 
professional development for staff, salaries or 
stipends for staff or coaches, individual student 
scholarships, consumable goods, events that have 
already taken place or items that have already been 
purchased. If there is something you want to apply 
for, but you're feeling uncertain about this, contact 
Alison Hendry by email or phone.  

I want to apply! Where do I find applications?  
Visit our website (www.SupportBEF.org), hover over 
the "Teacher Grants" option on the top right side, and 
then click on "Grant Applications" to find additional 
information and to download the latest applications. 

The Basics:

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10369_50075---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10369_50075---,00.html
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Remember Your Audience: 
The BEF grant committee is comprised of educators, 
parents, and community members. When writing 
your application, keep in mind that not everyone is a 
professional educator, and therefore is not as 
familiar with content standards, educational 
terminology and acronyms as you are. For example, t 
is less important for you to link your application to 
specific standards than it is that you explain how it 
fits into the units that you are teaching. 

For example, rather than talking about which 
standards are addressed by the addition of a 
collection of books, talk about how they will be used 
in your classroom and how they will impact the 
education of your students. If you are applying for 
funding for an experience, explain how that 
experience fits into the lessons that you are 
teaching, and the activities that you will do related to 
the experience.  

After you've written the application, read through it 
one more time as if you are not a teacher. Make sure 
that you've explained it in a way that anyone who is 
not familiar with your classroom can fully understand 
what you're asking for, how it improves learning, and 
how it fits into your lessons.  

Where do I send my application?  
You can send the application through the intraschool 
mail to the EAC, attention Alison Hendry or BEF.  

What happens after I apply? 
If you apply for a Small but Mighty grant, the 
application will be sent to the committee the week it 
is received.  

Great Idea Grants are reviewed on the second 
Monday of each month. 

I got a grant! Now what? 
Grant funds are sent to each school to be deposited. 
You will have to ask the bookkeeper at your school 
how you spend the funds.  

There is one exception to this: technology. Grants 
for technology related items will go through tech 
services. Alison Hendry will work with teachers and 
tech services to get items ordered.  

Reporting back to the BEF about your grant. 
It's important that we hear from you about how 
things went! This helps us to make decisions about 
future grants. What does that reporting look like? 
Here are a few examples:  

If your grant was for an experience, send us 
pictures* of students taking part. Send us a few 
paragraphs about the experience. This can include 
things you heard from students during and after the 
experience, your observations about the impact that 
it had on students, stories about how one child or a 
whole class benefitted, or anything that you think 
helps us to understand the impact of the grant.  

If your grant was for items, send us pictures* of the 
items in use. Share information on how the items 
have improved learning for students, or stories of 
the items being used in your classroom.  

This reporting is vital to both the grant process, as 
well as reporting back to our donors on the impact of 
their donations. Additionally, we do check that grant 
recipients have reported to us about past grants 
when considering new grant applications. It helps 
everyone when we know how things went! 

*Please check the Do Not Photograph List at your school prior 

to sending photos of students to the BEF. 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10369_50075---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-10369_50075---,00.html


T H A N K   Y O U ,    
B P S  T E A C H E R S    
&  S T A F F

     The BEF Board of Trustees would like to say a huge THANK YOU to every BPS teacher
and staff member. Your dedication to providing our children with the best education
possible is inspiring. We love seeing your creativity expressed through the amazing grant
applications that you send to us and we are incredibly grateful to you for supporting the
BEF each year during our Annual Fund drive. When we saw that you had been named
the #1 teaching staff in the State of Michigan, we can't say we were surprised. Niche was
just confirming what we already knew - that BPS teachers are the very best. 
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